
Story 
February 12, 2015 - Waubonsie Valley High School started a program called The Way of 
the Warrior, where they invite motivational speakers to come in and talk to the students. 
 

Monica Griffin, one of the three students that came up we the idea of the program, says “ 
My motivation for starting Way of the Warrior was to try and motivate and inspire students”.  
 

This week the speaker was Mitch Shapiro, a blind and deaf man. Shapiro is a motivational 
speaker, but he is also the founder of the Foundation of Sight and Sound.  
 

“Our mission is to enhance the quality of life for men,women, and children with vision and/or 
hearing challenges,” said Shapiro. “Our main project is our Help America Hear Program, we 
provide hearing aids on a nationwide basis, for people who have limited financial resources 
and cannot obtain hearing aids on their own”.  
 

Shapiro has been a motivational speaker since 1966, because he enjoys knowing that his 
story can inspire and change the lives of people, especially children.  
 

“If I can touch the lives of the young people of today, and change their way of thinking and 
helping them in seeing past their obstacles, then I have done my job in life.” 
 

Shapiro talks about all of the different aspects of his life and how him being both blind and 
deaf affected them. He talks about everything from growing up being made fun of, him 
finding love, his service dog, and his son’s addiction to drugs. 
 

Shapiro told the Waubonsie Valley students, “I am a strong willed person I believe I can do 
anything if I put my mind to it, and so can you. Follow your dreams don’t let anyone steal it 
from you, challenge yourself to do everything and don’t let anything become a challenge 
because its not really a challenge its all in your mind.” 
 

Shapiro continues to tell his story in the hope that business men, civic organizations, and 
the young people that he talks to will persevere in every situation. He wants people to learn 
resilience, and be able to bounce back from any situation that life may throw their way.  
 

“I choose to make a difference in other peoples lives, and when I have opportunities to talk 
to you guys if I made a difference in your world then I’ve done the job given to me in my life” 
Mitch Shapiro said to the students. 
 

He is living proof of his message that you can do anything you put your mind to, as he is 
now a stand up comedian. “One of my newest favorite things is doing stand up comedy, I 
love doing stand up comedy while I’m sitting down,” said Shapiro. 
 

Mitch Shapiro still travels around the world with his service dog, doing stand up comedy, 
going to business and civic organizations, and schools, inspiring people, giving people the 
chance to better their lives with hearing aids, giving people with vision and/or hearing aids 
scholarships to continue on in the world. He does things that people would not expect 
someone with his challenges to be able to do.  
 



Shapiro does not believe in limits. Shapiro believes that “You can make a choice to be 
happy or you can make a choice to be sad. You can make a choice to be sick or you can 
choose to be healthy. The choice is yours, nobody can make that choice for you.”  
 


